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case with the successive Muhammadan conquerors. Rule
founded on the suffrages of the people remains to the
present day unknown. There is, however, this difference
between the previous rulers of India and the English, that
they remained in the country, and gradually became
amalgamated with its inhabitants, while we show no dis-
position to make India our home. As we do not, it would
be far better if Hindustanees wer? .the rulers of Hindi-
stan, Bengalees of Bengal, the members of other Indian
nations of their respective nations, provided they were
qualified by character, attainments, and the estimate
entertained of them by the ruled, with a strong central
power to secure order throughout the Continent, while
leaving unfettered the general administration. Towards
:his ideal strenuous efforts should be directed; but when
we look at India as it is now, with its divergent and an-
tagonistic elements, with the weakness induced by ages
of superstition and despotism, what a long road has it to
travel before it can reach this goal j The question, then,
is not what is absolutely best, but what is practicable.
Thus regarded, we are shut up to the continuance of our
rule. Every friend of India must desire that it may be
improved in every possible way, so that it may be in an
increasing degree a blessing to its teeming population.
No one can predict the future of India. Within its
borders there are many who for various reasons would be
delighted with our overthrow, while I believe the vast
majority in the parts of India I know best would deprecate
our departure as a dire calamity. It is a notable fact that
when our own native soldiers, sworn to uphold our rule, rose
fiercely against us, and rebellion in many districts followed
in the wake of mutiny, not a single native prince of the
highest rank availed himself of the opportunity to throw